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PRODUCTION PROCESSES AND SUPPLY CHAINS
WILL CREATE JOB OPPORTUNITIES AND

PRODUCTIVITY, STRESSES SG

State Administration Council Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing addresses the
coordination meeting on the development of the cotton, oil crops, coffee, meat and dairy products sectors
16" February, 2024 in Nay Pyi Taw.

enior General Min Aung

S Hlaing highlighted that

from the -cultivation of

crops to manufacturing finished

products and supply chains, pro-

duction processes will create job
opportunities and productivity.

Chairman of the State Admin-

istration Council Prime Minister

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
discussed coordination on devel-
oping the cotton, oil crops, coffee,
meat, and dairy products sectors
at the SAC Chairman Office in
Nay Pyi Taw on 16" February,
2024.

Speaking at the meeting, Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing

spotlighted that although Myan-
mar is endowed with agricultural
lands for growing oil crops, water,
and human resources, the nation’s
inefficient cooking oil production
is inappropriate.

He continued that as oil crops
can be cultivated and produced
within four months, farmers can
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grow them twice a year. So, seek-
ing the best way to cultivate crops
successfully is necessary.

In the agriculture sector, the
Senior General instructed that
an emphasis is being placed on
increasing the per-acre yield of
crops. As the lands where paddy
can be successfully grown due
to favourable weather and fertile
soil, suitable crops should be cul-
tivated to increase the per-acre
yield of crops, he added.

He calculated that relevant
ministries need to emphasize
that if the country grows 500,000
acres of cotton to meet the target
production, it will help ensure the
sufficiency of cotton at home and
earn incomes of foreign currency
in export.

The Senior General noted that
as locally-made threads can be
used in garment industries as well
as CMP and MSME industries,
the Ministry of Industry and Tat-
madaw will be assigned to pro-
duce value-added threads.

In sugarcane cultivation, he
stressed that it yields 26 tonnes
per acre. In the 2023-24 financial
year, sugarcane  sufficiency
scored 112 per cent in the coun-
try. It is necessary to raise the per-
acre yield of sugarcane produc-
tion without expansion of sown
acreage. If sugarcane production
increases, it will help sugar suf-
ficiency and increase export vol-
ume.

He underscored that if Myan-
mar initiates the implementation
of coffee cultivation projects,
it will become a top country for

coffee exporters across the world
in the future. Hence, an emphasis
must be placed on coffee cultiva-
tion and production.

He highlighted that the country
could reduce spending on foreign
currencies only when efforts are
made to successfully operate cow
and buffalo breeding and con-
struct a dairy product factory to
produce sufficient dairy products
at home.

Union ministers discussed ex-
tended cultivation of oil crops for
local oil sufficiency, plans to build
oil mills, production of feedstufts
from cotton seeds, expansion of
quality strains of cotton, culti-
vation of coffee, sugarcane and
wheat, breeding of dairy cows and
dairy product production, needs
of inputs for agriculture and live-
stock breeding sectors, formation
of cooperative societies, produc-
tion of cotton textile, export of
oil crops, coffee, sugarcane, rub-
ber and agricultural produce and
import of fuel, personal goods,
agricultural inputs and machin-
ery, and plans of farming tasks,
production of quality sunflower
oil. SAC member Chairman of
Myanmar Economic Corporation
Lt-Gen Nyo Saw and Chairman
of Union of Myanmar Economic
Holding Public Co Ltd Lt-Gen
Hsan Oo discussed the cultiva-
tion of sugarcane in regions and
states, production of dairy prod-
ucts, meat and fish, cultivation
of sugarcane and production of
sugar, and breeding of cows.

In his response, the Senior
General stressed the need to in-

crease cotton cultivation and pro-
duction with the construction of
textile factories. If MSME busi-
nesses can operate cotton ginning
and thread production, people
will have job opportunities. Milk
collection centres must be desig-
nated to purchase milk from local
farmers within 24 hours. Dairy
products must be produced to be
advanced products, he noted.

In concluding remarks, the
Senior General said that cotton
and oil crop cultivation must be
done as a national duty. Human
resources must be turned out for
operating agriculture and live-
stock farms. He added that it is
necessary to extend the opening
of essential human resources for
agricultural businesses with the
turning out of graduates and di-
ploma holders in the agricultural
sector.

The Senior General observed
video files on the cultivation of
animal feed plants, breeding dairy
cows, paddy cultivation, harvest-
ing sunflower and oil production,
and using modern machinery to
breed cows and feed animals.

Also present at the meeting
were Union Minister at the SAC
Chairman Office Ministry 2 U
Aung Naing Oo, Union Minister
for Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation U Min Naung, Union
Minister for Cooperatives and
Rural Development U Hla Moe,
Union Minister for Industry Dr
Charlie Than, Union Minister for
Commerce U Tun Ohn and offi-
cials.

— MNA/TTA
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SAC VICE-CHAIR DPM VICE-SENIOR GENERAL SOE WIN OPENS
MSME PRODUCTS SHOW & TRADITIONAL FOOD FAIR IN NAY PYI TAW

ARent.: o

State Administration Council Vice-Chair Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win views
round the exhibition displaying MSME products 10" February, 2024 in Nay Pyi Taw.

In his capacity as Chairman of
the Central Committee for Organ-
izing the 77" Anniversary of Un-
ion Day 2024, Vice-Chairman of
the State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Sen-
ior General Soe Win attended the
opening ceremony of the MSME
Products Show and Traditional
Food Fair in Tabaung Ground
near Uppatasanti Pagoda in Nay
Pyi Taw on 10" February, 2024.

The MSME Products Show
and Traditional Food Fair are held
to hail the 77" Anniversary of Un-
ion Day.

First, the Vice-Senior General
cut the ribbon to start the event
together with Union Ministers
U Maung Maung Ohn, U Min
Naung, U Hla Moe, Dr Nyunt Pe,

Jeng Phang Naw Taung and Nay
Pyi Taw Council Chairman U
Than Tun Oo.

Then, the Vice-Senior Gen-
eral and party enjoyed the perfor-
mance of ethnic traditional dance
troupes.

They also observed the MSME
products and traditional food at
the event.

The MSME Products Show
and Traditional Food Fair are
held with the aim of exploring co-
operation among ethnic entrepre-
neurs in seeking foreign markets
for value-added MSME prod-
ucts from Nay Pyi Taw, regions
and states, OROP and locally-
produced products, promoting
quality product production, ex-
changing information with ethnic

entrepreneurs from Nay Pyi Taw,
regions and states for export sec-
tor, uplifting the national prestige
and integrity, providing chances
to introduce the cultural heritage
of respective regions and distrib-
uting the traditional food from
regions and states to the entire
people with the whole essence of
Union.

The show included 19 booths
of ministries concerned, MEC
and Myanma Economic Public
Holdings Company Limited and
19 traditional food stalls of differ-
ent regions and states, including
Nay Pyi Taw Council. The show
will be from 8 am to 10 pm, fea-
turing entertainment programmes
from 10 to 14 February.

— MNA/KTZH
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MoTC Union Minister inspects loading of rice at
Sule port, warehouses, commissioned vessels

SAC Member Deputy Prime Minister Union Transport & Communications
Minister General Mya Tun Oo inspects the Sule Port on 10" February, 2024.

MEMBER of State Admin-
istration Council Deputy Prime
Minister Union Minister for
Transport and Communications
General Mya Tun Oo inspected
MV VTC Phoenix, which will
transport 18,000 tonnes of rice to
Indonesia at Sule No 7 wharf and
loading rice and rice products on
vessels at Sule port No 2 and No
5 for export purpose to Spain and
Poland.

Exporting rice, pulses, corn,
and other agricultural produce to
Europe, Africa, and Asia helps
earn foreign currency for MoTC
Union Minister inspects load-
ing of rice at Sule port, ware-
houses, commissioned vessels
the country. According to the of-
ficial data, 1,081,388 tonnes of
rice, 1,135,816 tonnes of pulses
and 525,566 tonnes of corn were

exported during the 2023-2024
financial year. He also inspected
functions of warehouses at Sule
wharves.

The General addressed the cer-
emony to commission eight ves-
sels at Myanma Port Authority on
10" February, 2024.

In his remark, the General em-
phasized Myanmar’s strategic po-
sition as a maritime state with a
coastline of 1,260 nautical miles.
He stressed the pivotal role of
maritime trade in global devel-
opment, citing statistics from the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development’s Review
of Maritime Transport, indicating
that 70 per cent of the internation-
al trade value and 80 per cent of
trade volume traverse the seas.

The General said that Myan-
mar also traded US$34 billion

worth of goods in the financial
year 2022-23, and 75 per cent
of them were done through ship-
ping.

The Ministry of Transport and
Communications spent $20.6 mil-
lion on a 60-metre multipurpose
buoy handling vessel, two pairs
of dredgers, and three harbour
launches to provide better port
industry and navigation services.
Subsequently, the managing di-
rector of Myanma Port Authority
reported to the General on the op-
erations of the Theinbyu, Arntgyi,
and Satsan dockyards and mon-
etization progress.

In the afternoon, the General
inspected the status of Dala Dork-
yard and berths and the mainte-
nance of ships.

— MNA/TRKM/NT
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Maritime Trade

There has been a strong correlation between mar-
itime transport and international trade of a country,
and hence the maritime trade or seaborne trade is
crucial for the country's socio-economic develop-
ment. According to the Review of Maritime Trans-
port published annually by the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),
maritime trade accounts for 70% of global trade
value and 80% of global trade volume. Likewise,
according to the statistics published by the Minis-

| Dr. Ar Kar (MPA)

over USD 25 billion (i.e., 75%), whereas the border
trade hit about 9 billion (i.e., 25%). Therefore, in
order to boost international trade and contribute to
the sustainable development of the country's socio-
economy, it is inevitable that the port industry must
be continuously developed.
Maritime State, Myanmar

Myanmar is both a rimland country and a mari-
time state, with a coastline of 1260 nautical miles.
Geographically, it is surrounded by the world's most
populous neighboring countries. Myanmar has mar-

International Trade by Value (2022-2023 FY)

itime gateways that
can connect to inter-

(USOMitlon) national maritime and

UssMilion | chinning  networks,

s BormalSes) nords Total Normlau Border (%) which 1s beneficial to
— Trade Trade Sea (%) A .

its landlocked neigh-

Export | 10508.094 | 6112.083 | 16620.177 | 63% 37% bors. As a result. we
. 9

Import | 14868208 | 2484.424 | 17352.722 | 86% 14% must focus on effec-

e e Total | 5376392 | 8596.507 | 33972.899 | 75% 25% tively utilizing the

Source: Ministry of Commerce (www.commerce.gov.mm/en/category/trade-data)

country’s geographic
advantages and pro-
moting  multimodal

try of Commerce on its website, in the 2022-2023

transport as a game changer for creating growth and

FY, the international trade accounted for USD 34 wealth in both transportation and logistics sectors in

billion, of which the seaborne trade amounted to

order to achieve sustainable socio-economic devel-
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opment for the country.
Continual Maintenance and Upgrading Equip-
ment for Channel Safety

The Myanmar Port Authority (MPA) is a state-
owned economic enterprise that, on the one hand,
provides administration and facilitation to facilitate
maritime trade, and on the other hand, operates ser-
vices in cooperation with the private sector. In doing
so, only if services such as port operation, marine
and navigation, cargo handling, and shipping agen-
cy can be provided well and professionally, the port
users including shipping lines and traders will get
satisfaction from the services they pay for. There-
fore, the MPA has been emphasizing the continual
maintenance of a safe and secure approach channel
for both day and night vessel movements as well
as upgrading necessary equipment and vessels for
the matter since Yangon Port is the main port of the
country, even though it is a river port.

It is appropriate to present herewith the progress
of the Yangon River’s channel improvement. The
Yangon Port is also a river port, as are the Bangkok
Port of Thailand and the Chittagong Port of Bang-
ladesh. As it is a river port, it was quite difficult and
risky to pass through the Inner Bar (Monkey Point)
at Thanlyetson and the Outer Bar (Elephant Point) at
the river mouth in the past, whenever seagoing ves-
sels entered or departed. At the Inner Bar area, the
permissible draft is merely 8 metres, and the chan-
nel width is only 80 metres in summer. In addition to
this, it was too risky for the pilots who were respon-
sible for handling safe and secure entry and depar-
ture of vessels and for turning a short round at this
point, as it is a confluence of three rivers: Yangon
River, Bago River, and Pazundaung Creek. At that
time, the maximum draft of 9 metres was allowable
for just 3-4 days at the Outer Bar whereas the draft
of 8 metres was permissible for only 4-5 days at the
Inner Bar. Reflecting these situations, frequent inci-
dents of stranding happened, and thus night move-
ments were not allowed to cross through Monkey
Point. Therefore, in the past, a container ship depart-
ing from Yangon Inner Harbour had to anchor at a
midstream buoy after unberthing in order to wait
for the high tide and for a safe crossing of Mon-
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key Point; and then even when it passed Monkey
Point, it had to anchor again at the Old Explosive
Anchorage (OEA) and New Explosive Anchorage
(NEA) areas to wait for the necessary water level;
and hence the trip took about 2 days. Such restric-
tions had greatly hindered and limited the country's
international trade.
Discovery of the King’s Bank Channel

However, as a result of the MPA’s exerting ef-
forts in surveying and dredging, a new channel, the
so-called King's Bank Channel, has been identified,
and maintenance dredging and intensive dredging
are being carried out in the necessary areas. The
King’s Bank Channel is 450 metres wide, which is
enough for two-lane traffic, i.e., for maneuvering
two large vessels well, and thus larger vessels can

Ea
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King's Bank Channel and Old Channel of Yangon Port

be allowed to enter and exit Yangon Port both day
and night. Due to the discovery of this new approach
channel, at present, the maximum permissible draft
of the Thilawa Outer Harbour is 10.5 metres, and the
acceptable vessel size is length overall (LOA) 300
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metres and deadweight tonnage (DWT) 50,000 met-
ric tons, whereas the accommodatable vessel draft
of the Yangon Inner Harbour is 9.6 metres, and the
acceptable vessel size is LOA 200 metres and DWT
35,000 metric tons. Besides, the port can deliver ser-
vices with greater safety and security.

As a result, the deeper and safer the new channel
is, the larger the vessels that Yangon Port can ac-
commodate. Consequently, the more cargo the ships
can transport, the greater the volume of maritime
trade and the revenue the port can generate and con-
tribute to the country. Container shipping lines are
now increasingly inbound/outbound with new ships
that are larger in size, especially with a wider beam
and a capacity of around 2,700 TEUs. Therefore, be-
ing able to handle higher trade volume can improve
income for both MPA and the country, as well as
reduce freight charges for importers and exporters
and thus lower the consumer prices.

5 T

MV.SITC Zhaoming (Capacity: about 2,700 TEUS)

er, it has been able to provide better and more sys-
tematic navigation support to incoming and outgo-
ing seagoing vessels. The pilots and marine staff are
also able to work more safely and without distress
instead of living in the Pilot Vessel as before. In ad-
dition, along the Yangon River Channel, the repair,
replacement, installation, and upgrading of naviga-
tion aids are also being carried out.
Enhancing Safety by Reinforcement of New Vessels
Furthermore, on February 10, 2024, the MPA of
the Ministry of Transport and Communications suc-
cessfully held the commissioning ceremony of eight
(8) new vessels worth USD 20.67 million that were
ordered and built both domestically and abroad. The
primary goals of the vessel reinforcement are to im-
prove safety and provide better port services, which
will promote sustainable port development while
also contributing to the country's socio-economic
development.

TYPE OF PROJECT PROJECT PRPJECT

COST

O | NAME OF VESSEL SHIPYARD

COMMENCEMENT | COMPETON

VESSEL

Guangshou
1 MY GANDA ?::::* b 2020-2021 20232024 3128
ww““ Shipbuilding Millions
€Co.lrd, China
2 L u?:-u L::\:h Sat Sun Shipyard 2020-2021 2023-2024 o
Po-6 i Millions
(3- units)
250m3 Self-
Thein Byu UsS5 168
HB-2 propelied 2020-2021 ZO2I-T024
e Shipyard Millions
Hopper Barge
26M Grab
4 GDB-2 Dredger Barge Thein Byu 2 2021 2 2024 uss 1.79
With 2.5M Shipyard 2, Millions.
Clamshell Crane
ATOM3 Self-
Thein Byu uss 1.61
HB-3 lodt Split 2021-2022 2023-2024
P Shipyard Millions
Hopper Barge
25M Graby
Dredger Barge Thein Byu Uss 1.35
ape:S With 1L5M Shipyard 208 KA Milliens
Clamshell Crane
USS 20,67
TOTAL PROJECT COST 2
Millions

Yangon Offshore Fixed Pilot Station
Likewise, by building and using an Offshore
Fixed Pilot Station at the mouth of the Yangon Riv-

Yangon Offshore Fixed Pilot Station (Past and Present)

Among the eight vessels, 60-meter Multipurpose
Buoy Handling Vessel (MV. Ganda) was construct-
ed at the Guangzhou Hangtong Shipyard in Guang-
zhou, China. It will be useful for ensuring the safe
entry and exit of large international commercial
vessels along the Yangon River, channel safety in
outports, installation and repair of navigation buoys,
repair and maintenance of lighthouses along the
coast, tugging and towing vessels, firefighting op-
erations, as well as search and rescue operations. In
addition, three Harbor Launch vessels were built at
the Sesan Shipyard of MPA. They will be used for
navigational and pilotage operations in Yangon Port.
The two sets (four vessels) of Grab Dredger Barge
and Split Hopper Barge were also built at Thein Byu
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Shipyard of MPA. They will be useful in maintain-
ing the required water depth in front of the terminals
and wharves by the ways of grab dredging.

For the Sustainable Development of the Port In-
dustry and the Country’s Economy

For effective reinforcement, the MPA ensures that
these vessels are properly maintained and operated

throughout their service lives. In carrying out the
sustainable development of the port industry and the
country’s economy, it is committed to critically re-
viewing the socio-economic development trend as
well as keeping abreast of changes and rapid techno-
logical advancements in regional and international
trade and business communities. Moreover, it will
go through modernisation and development of port
terminals in order to handle and provide services
in line with the country's increasing trade demand
year on year, managing for safer and more secure
approach channels, upgrading and reinforcing cargo
handling equipment and vessels, recruiting skilled
human resources and upskilling them, and exploit-
ing technology and innovation effectively and ef-
ficiently in accordance with the growth of trade
volume. In particular, key stakeholders in the port
industry, such as the port authority and private port
operators, should adapt to maritime transport and
trade standards and best practices in order to meet
service, capacity, and productivity requirements.
Similarly, as modern ports in the region progress,
we all have to make an all-out effort to achieve the
targeted goal of implementing Electronic Port (e-

P "

HB-2 (250 m3 Split Hopper Barge

HB-3 (170 m3 Split Hopper Barge)

Port), and then to advance as Smart Port in line with
rising trade demand through digital transformation
and innovation, with the supervision and support of
the state and ministry. Dr. Ar Kar (MPA)
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